
 

 

  

 
 

 

 

Great turnout on a hot day at BOPC ‘26 
New online system worked smoothly for registration, judging 

 
Valley of the Sun Pontiacs chapter members turned out in force on March 22 – with their 

cars and with their volunteerism, making the 28th annual Buick-Olds-Pontiac-
Cadillac+GMC show one of our biggest ever. 

The show, held at the East Valley Institute of 
Technology in Mesa, had 239 registrants, 

including 150 Pontiacs. The club saw a 
record number of GMC entries this year, 
and close to $5,000 in raffle prizes were 
handed out. The club also added 14 new 
members who joined at the show. 

(top, right) BOPC Judging co-coordinator Peter Senese helps some of the club’s 27 volunteer judges on 

using CarShowPro software; (above, left) owners of Pontiac Sostices, Fieros vied for trophies in their 

classes. (left) Mary Sundberg and Dodi Messer directed registration. 

This year, car 
show volunteers 

tested and 
incorporated a 
new Web-based 
registration and 
vehicle judging 
system. Entries 
pre-registered 
online at the 
CarShowPro 
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website, and a separate website was available to order t-shirts and raffle tickets. The system 
helped to reduce the day-of-show registrations by over 50%. 

“I am so very proud and thankful for everyone who went the extra mile to help make this 
show a success,” club president Paul Albinger said (see his President’s Message below). 

One of the special awards handed out was to club members Joel and Mona Hernandez 

and their 1951 Pontiac Chieftan Deluxe in honor of 
club member Nate Hoey, who passed away earlier 
this year. 

“The Valley of the Sun Pontiacs club so graciously 
provided a trophy at the BOPC Car show in memory 
of my husband, Nate Hoey,” 
wrote Becky Hoey in a note 
to the club. “For those of you 
that remember Nate, you 

know he loved classic cars. 
He owned cars from every 

decade from the 1940s to the 2010s.” 
Becky was asked to choose her favorite Pontiac. 

“I really wanted it to be a 
car that he would choose,” 
Becky wrote. “So, I did 
what all wives would do - I channeled him and used 
his voice to tell me which car out of all the beautiful 
entries at the show he would choose.  

“I kept hearing him say, as he did each time he 
saw it, ‘I love that car.’ 

 Thank you Joel and Mona Hernandez (above 

right, with Becky) for your 1951 Pontiac Chieftain and the enjoyment it gave Nate.” 
 Check out more photos and videos from the event on our club Facebook page and in the gallery of our 
website, www.valleysunpontiacs.com 
 
 
 

Did you miss out on buying a BOPC show T-shirt?  
We still have some left for $10 each from our 2026 show and one from 2025! Pick 
them up at our April 15 club meeting. 
 

Quantity  Year   Size  Price ea. 
 
1    2025   2xl  $5 

 

1   2026  S  $10 

5     M  $10 

7     L  $10 

11     2xl  $10 
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President’s Message 
 

It takes a village … 
 
To have our Pontiac club be successful, it takes many people. 

Your officers and Board of Directors provide the leadership and a focus on making things 
happen - our "TEAM" needs to be involved.  

We just completed our Buick-Olds-Pontiac-Cadillac+ GMC Car Show and Swap, one 
that introduced modern technology into the heart of the operation. I am going to show you 
the "VILLAGE" it took to make it happen and acknowledge all club members who helped.  

Before that, A GREAT BIG SHOUT OUT goes to Carl Bylander as the BOPC+GMC 
Car Show chairman, along with help from Board members Tom Knecht, Vinnie La 

Macchia, Mark Neumann, Mike Fleury, Mary Sundberg, & Owen Zangle. They and other 
volunteers put forth a Herculean effort to coordinate the CarShowPro online registration and 
judging system into our show. A big Thank You to everyone.  

The Village included:  

BOPC chairman: Carl Bylander 

CarShowPro integration: Tom Knecht & Vinnie LaMacchia, assisted by Mike Fleury, 
Mark Neumann, Mary Sundberg, Owen Zangle 

Finance and Credit Card Services: Mike Fleury 

EVIT Coordination: Carl Bylander 

Marketing Rep/T-Shirt art design and dash plaques: Bruce Almond 

Pre- and Day-of-Show Show Registration: Tom Knecht, Mary Sundberg, Dodi Messer, 
Owen Zangle, Sunny Carnivale, Walter Beurkle, Laura Mille, Alan Zangle, Tiffany 
Leighton 

Logistics: Carl Bylander, Alan Zangle, Dave Koenig, Frank Gostyla 

Parking: Tim Blattner, assisted by Ron Pearson, Phil Collins, Julian Grant, Mike Naegli, 

Eric Hankins 

Judging: Mark Neumann & Peter Senese, assisted by Jim Baran, Jeff Baethke, Sean Fowler, 
Joe Peskunowicz, Mike Grimm, Dan Huskisson, Paul Wasko, Keith Taylor, Joe Seeyle, 
Steve Lemans, Harry Johnson, Calvin Johnson, Dave Koenig, Pat LaClair, Tom Locke, 
Mike Lambert, Scott Moore, Larry McCown, Marc Shutro, Bob Rukavina, David Wallak, 
Paul Waer, Bill McCoy, Frank Gostyla, Jim Purgatorio, Don Webb 

Raffle/50-50 Coordinator: Thom & Ellie Mohr, assisted by Georjann & Danny Stull and 

Valerie Johnson 

Food Vendor Coordinator: Dave Koenig 

Swap Meet Coordinator: Dan LaChimia 

VSP Membership Signup: Murray Nevin 

Photography: Carol Hagood, Marc Shutro 

Winners Row Coordinator: Paul Albinger 
I am so very proud and thankful for everyone who went the extra mile 

to help make this show a success. I wish to thank any non-members and 
members who I didn’t mention. We look forward to planning for our 2027 
event, and ask more members to get involved in assisting with the show – 
and club activities in the future – to make our club the best it can be!!! 

Paul 

Paul Albinger, Jr. 



 



Welcome new members to our Pontiac club! 

Brad Benson   Levi Boucher Emanuel Furconi Douglas Hanson 
Randy Klinckhardt  Jay McClatchey Ian Parr Doug Payne 

Chris Randall Fred Reese Anthony Spinazzola  
Don Weston              Mark Delano 

 

New Member Spotlight 
1960 Pontiac Catalina 4-Door Hardtop - Douglas Hanson  

I spotted this car in 2025 at the weekly Friday afternoon car 
display on E. Apache Trail and N. Signal Butte Rd. in Mesa. I had 
never owned a Pontiac before, but I liked the beautiful blue color, 
the lo-o-o-o-n-g shape of the 4-door hardtop, and the special 
wraparound windshields. It was not well optioned. It had no air 
conditioning, no power windows, and a broken radio. However, it 
was priced right so I bought it! That's when my joy of owning a 
Pontiac began!!  

 

1969 Pontiac Catalina convertible - LeVi Boucher  

My father purchased this car brand new in Minot, North Dakota, and this Catalina has 
remained within the same family household ever since - passed down from father to son, and 
now to the careful hands of his daughter.  

The vehicle remained original throughout my father’s ownership, preserving the 
character, presence, and craftsmanship of Pontiac’s 
full-size lineup at the height of the era. Each spring 
and fall, Dad brought the Catalina out of storage 
along with the Turtle Wax, working side-by-side to 

meticulously wash and wax it.  
The Catalina, more than just a vehicle, has 

become a cherished symbol—embodying the 
traditions, stories, and pride that connect a father to 
his children. As the seasons change, so do the 

memories, each one adding another layer to the legacy that continues to grow with every 
mile.   

After my father’s passing, a fuel-injection system was installed. When the car came into 
my ownership, I learned the original factory components had been removed; I immediately 
returned to the shop to recover them, ensuring they remained with the car. This car has not 
been restored but preserved and protected - maintaining its authenticity and legacy. It 
remains a living piece of family history and American automotive design. 

 

1967 Pontiac GTO - Anthony Spinazzola 

This is one of my ‘67 GTOs. It is an automatic, I 
bought it a couple of years ago in California. it was a two-
owner car. Restoration had been started with a rebuilt 
engine, paint, and a sandblasted and powder-coated 
frame. It needed wiring, and we finished the interior and 
added A/C.  

I live in Mesa and look forward to meeting everyone 
soon.  
 



 

Join us for our next club meeting!! 
 

Join us for our next club meeting!! 
The meeting is being held Wednesday, March 15 at  

Rudy’s Country Store and BBQ, starting with dinner at  

5:30 pm, and the meeting at 7 pm. Address is 15257 N.  

Northsight Blvd., Scottsdale. 

 

 



Cars and parts for sale  
 

>1969 Bonneville Coupe. 70,000 miles. Asking $34,500. Contact: John Pinto at 

jpintoii@hotmail.com 

 

>1972 Pontiac Grand Prix custom convertible. Asking $75,000. Contact: Gary 

Derner at geesderner@yahoo.com 

 

< 1951 Pontiac Chieftan Deluxe. Asking $60,000. 

Contact: Joel Hernandez at xmarinero01@yahoo.com 

 

> 1965 Pontiac GTO. Asking $75,000. Contact: 

Denny Deal at Dennyd46@cox.net. 

 

< 1973 Pontiac Trans Am. Asking $100,000. Contact: 

Gary Rude at garyrude@gooseneckimp.com. 

 
 

 
>Original gas tank from 1972 Pontiac GTO, comes 
with straps. Asking $100. Radiator from same car. 
Asking $125. Both in good condition. Contact: 
Robert Mock at nashmetro57@aol.com 
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Officers and Board of Directors, 2025-26 
President: Paul Albinger  

Vice-President: Mark Neumann 

Secretary: Owen Zangle and Robbie LaMacchia 

Treasurer: Mike Fleury 

 

Board of Directors: Bruce Almond, Frank Gostyla, Valerie 

Johnson, Tom Knecht, Dave Koenig, Tom Locke, Larry McCown, 

Tom Mohr, Mary Sundberg 

 

Webmaster: Scott Svenheim  www.valleysunpontiacs.com 

Pontiacs of the Valley newsletter editor: Mark Neumann 

Facebook: Valley of the Sun Pontiacs 

http://www.valleysunpontiacs.com/

